
 
Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of the Sanford Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  We are proud to act as a representative of the business community of 
Sanford and Lee County. 
 
Should you join the Chamber, you will be part of a group which represents industries 
and services of all kinds and sizes, who share an interest in our growing and prosperous 
community.  From the sole proprietor to the industry employing 1200 people, the 
Chamber carries the message that Lee County is serious about business. 
 
There are many advantages to a Chamber membership, including the promotion of your 
business to all incoming residents and industry, networking with the community and 
potential customers, and advocacy of business friendly legislation throughout our 
community.  The Chamber is your voice! 
 
Our members are part of a county filled with prosperous business and fulfilled citizens, 
and it is their vision that acts as a road map for all our actions.  We encourage you to 
get involved in the Chamber, as you get from the Chamber what you put into it.  As 
part of the education, community development, congressional action or membership 
committees, you can help Lee County continue to grow, prosper and continue to 
improve. 
 
We look forward to working with you to make Sanford and Lee County be the best it 
can be.  The Sanford Area Chamber of Commerce Means Business! 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
The Sanford Area Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors and Staff 

���������	
���

��
�����
��������



· Expand your customer base.  The Chamber offers a complete menu of networking opportunities to suit 
your schedule and style. From social gatherings like our Business After Hours receptions to committee 
meetings, we provide places for you to make new contacts, share information with other business owners or 
meet new members of the community. Relationship building at its most productive…come check it out! 
 
· Increase your name recognition.  Launching a new product or service? Need a PR boost from your 
ground breaking or ribbon cuttings? The Chamber succeeds when you succeed. Use us to help the 
community learn about your business. 
 
· Promote your product or service.  Get in front of hundreds of decision makers by choosing the right 
Chamber venue to market or advertise your product or service. We have sponsorships for events that will 
provide focused advertising to the audience you need. 
 
· Improve our business climate.  Combine your voice with other business people as allies in improving the 
business climate. Help the Chamber promote a quality of life that attracts new residents and shoppers. Be a 
part of preparing our community for its bright future. 
 
· Improve our community.  The Chamber provides countless avenues for your business to be a real part in 
giving back…like providing an internship to a deserving young person, or developing your own expertise as a 
member of a Chamber work group. Maybe you’d like to become a member of our Speaker’s Bureau or part of 
the Leedership Sanford faculty. New initiatives such as the development of a tourism authority might be the 
issue for you…add your voice! 
 
· Grow your business.  Learn new skills from folks who have traveled the road before you. Need some 
help with marketing? Public relations? Bookkeeping? Relax at a Chamber Lunch and Learn meeting and pick 
up a new idea or two. Through our partnership with the Small Business Center at CCCC, we can offer almost 
any service to help you grow. Don’t stop learning…work smarter. 
 
· Receive referrals.  The volume of telephone calls and emails we receive each day would surprise you. 
Most of them are requests for a product or a service. We refer only Chamber members. Let us be a referral 
source for your business. By the way, we receive over 15,000 hits each month on our homepage. 
 
· Gain valuable information.  The Chamber can be a terrific resource for research. Need facts on the local 
economy? Let us use our network to find the information you need. Save yourself time and money. 
Assistance…real, personal and fast…is as close as your computer or your phone. 
 
· Grow your own skills.  What are your personal goals? Need experience working in teams? Looking for 
an opportunity to showcase your talent for managing a project? Want some hands-on experience as chair of 
a meeting? The Chamber is the perfect place to hone your business skills. 
 
· Fantastic Events.  Our signature events, like our Golf Tournament, the Annual Membership Meeting or 
the Small Business Banquet, bring the business community together like no other gatherings.  Even our less 
formal get-togethers are times for friendships to be built and maintained.  Relationships are strengthened and, 
as always, business is the main topic. 

Top Ten Reasons to Join the  
Sanford Area Chamber of Commerce 
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Here is a sample of programs and ideas designed to help you market your product or service. 
 
Business After Hours—Host one of these monthly gatherings at your place of business.  We invite all Chamber 
member, elected officials and any group you request through mailings and email.  What a great way to market to and 
network with an interested, captive audience. 
 
Chamber Gift Certificates—Businesses and individuals use Chamber gift certificates for awards and gift-giving 
throughout the year.  Your business can become a participating Chamber member for as little as $50 a year to cover 
administrative costs. 
 
Ribbon Cuttings/Grand Openings—Let the Chamber help organize, publicize and execute your ribbon cutting or 
grand opening.  All Chamber members, elected officials and your own personal contacts are invited. Plus, the event 
is featured in the appropriate Voice of Business. 
 
Web Presence—All Chamber members are listed on our website and new members are highlighted on the home 
page.  Ad space is also available on our site, www.sanford-nc.com.  We have 15,000 hits per month! 
 
Voice of Business—Each quarter over 12,000 people in Lee County receive our Voice of Business special section.  
Local businesses, Chamber events, new members and a calendar are highlighted.  Ad space is available through the 
Sanford Herald’s office.  
 
Advertising—As a new member of the Chamber, you are entitled to a certificate for 50% off your first ad in the 
Sanford Herald.  As well as discounts on radio advertising with WWGP/WFJA. 
 
Sponsorships—Get your business name in front of decision-makers!  From Business After Hours to the annual golf 
tournament, the Chamber offers plenty of sponsorships that get your name out there. 
 
Referrals—Countless people call, write or visit the Chamber looking for products and services.  We only 
recommend those businesses who are Chamber members.   
 
Relocation Packets—-Get your business information into the hands of new Lee County residents.  The Chamber 
offers new residents a “welcome bag” stuffed with goodies and marketing tools from our members.  See our pricing 
sheet in this packet.  In addition, we print a yearly magazine, Lee County Living, geared toward newcomers and 
visitors.  The magazine provides a comprehensive listing of all Chamber members and is distributed throughout the 
year. 
 
Small Business Expo—An annual showcase of the area’s small businesses, this event attracts thousands of people 
each year.  This is Lee County’s premier expo and Chamber members receive a special price on booth fees at this 
event. 
 
 

How the Chamber can help  
you promote your business! 
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In addition to the marketing tools and events listed on the previous page, the Chamber holds regular events and 
programs to both enrich our members and help them network. 
 
Public Policy Luncheon—Stand as a group on issues important to our business community.  Let our city, state 
and national government know how we feel about issues pertaining to our industries.  Our Public Policy Luncheon 
is held on the first Monday of each month.  Great debate, great food and great networking! 
 
Leedership Sanford—Join 12-14 other executives in this 9 month leadership training program.  Graduates leave 
the program with a better working knowledge of Sanford and Lee County.  This is a fee-based program. 
 
Mailings to Chamber Members—Want to get the word out that you’re having a sale, promotion, new product or 
service?  The Chamber provides mailing labels to all Chamber members.   
 
Membership Directory—Gain recognition and exposure by being listed in this directory.  Members are listed 
alphabetically and by category. 
 
Membership Plaque—Display it proudly so that all who visit your establishment will know that you are a quality 
business and that you have made an investment in our community to ensure that Lee County remains a great place 
to work, live and visit. 
 
Meeting Rooms—Schedule our training room when you need space for conferences, employee training or just 
need to get away from the work atmosphere.  Free to all members. 

Other Chamber Events,  
Programs and Benefits 
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Dues Investment Structure — 2010 
 
Base Investment:   $240.00 for businesses with 5 employees or less 
     $4.00 for each additional full time employee 
 
Banking:    $340.00 per branch with 5 employees or less 
     $7.50 for each additional full time employee 
 
Hotel/Motel/B&B/Apartment : $240.00 + $1.50 per unit/room 
 
Licensed Professionals:  $240.00 + $100.00 for each professional listing 
(Attorneys, Architects, Accounting $4.00 for each full time employee over five 
Firms, Appraisers, Engineers,  
Dentists, Optometrists,  
Chiropractors, Veterinarians,  
Counselors, Physical Therapists) 
 
Insurance, Investment Advisors, $240.00 + $25 for each salesperson 
Securities Counselors:  $4.00 for each full time employee over five 
 
Real Estate:    $245.00 per office + $50.00 per additional listing 
(Real Estate Agencies, Developers, $4.00 for each full time employee over five 
Salespersons, Property Managers) 
 
Regulated Utility:   Negotiated rate according to service area 
 
Manufacturing, Industrial,   $240.00 + $3.00 per employee up to 100 employees 
Wholesale & Hospital:  $1.00 for each employee over 100 
     Maximum annual investment capped at $2500.00 
 
Churches, Non-Profit,    
Governmental Units, Home  $180.00 
Based Businesses: 
 
Associate Membership:  $180.00 
 
Retired Membership:  $50.00 



  

Sanford Area Chamber of Commerce                        
Application for Membership 

 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 519~143 Charlotte Ave~Ste 101~Sanford, NC 27330 
 
 

  Phone: (919)775-7341 Fax: (919)776-6244                                                                                
Web site: www.sanford-nc.com 

 
   
          

Date:    
Referred 
by:    

          
Business 
Name:    

          
Mailing 
Address:    

          
City/State/
Zip:    

          
Physical 
Address:    

          
Billing Address    

          
Business 
Number   Fax    

          
Email          Web site         
          
Directory 
Category   

          
Primary 
Contact          
          
Name   Phone   

          
Email         Fax         

          
Secondary Contact         
          
Name   Phone   

          
Email         Fax         

          
Do you wish to participate in any of the following programs?   
Please see additional forms attached. 
          
Chamber Bucks Gift Certificate Program  Yes No    
Member to Member Discount Program  Yes No    
Educator Passport Teacher Discount Program  Yes No    
Chamber Website Coupon    Yes No    
          
Do you currently offer a military discount?  Yes No    
Please submit information on form attached.       
          
Please fill out this form and mail, fax or email it back to the Chamber of Commerce.  Once received, your application will 
be reviewed at the next possible Board of Directors meeting.  Upon approval of your application, we will send you a dues 
investment invoice.   



Accountants/Accounting Svc. 
Adult Daycare 
Advertising-Outdoor 
Advertising-Real Estate 
Advertising Specialties 
Air Cleaning/Purifying Equip 
Aluminum Siding 
Antiques 
Architects 
Attorney 
Automobile-Car Wash 
Automobile-Dealer 
Automobile-Renting/Leasing 
Automobile-Repairs/Service 
Banks/Banking Associations 
Barbers 
Beauty Salon 
Bed and Breakfast 
Boat Dealers/Marine Supplies 
Bookkeeping 
Book Store 
Bottlers 
Bowling 
Building Materials 
Business/Mgmt Consultants 
Cadies, Gift Baskets, Gifts 
Carpet/Rug Cleaning 
Cell Phone-Equip/Service 
Children’s Play Space 
Chiropractors 
Churches 
Cleaners 
Cleaning Services 
Clubs-Country/Tennis 
Cold Storage 
Concrete 
Computer Services 
Consignment Shop 
Construction 
Consultant 
Contractors 
Convenience Store 
Convention Center 
Copiers-Repair/Service 
Cosmetics 
Credit Reporting 
Dance Studio 
Dentist/Dental Lab/Dental 
Care 
Department Store 
Designer-Industrial 
Direct Mail Service 
Distributor-Coffee/Water 
 

Please circle the business categories under which you’d like to be listed. 

Distributors 
Dog Trainers 
Electrical Equip/Supplies 
Electricians 
Employment Agency 
Engineer 
Engraving-Trophy/Plaque 
Farms 
Finance/Financial Advisor 
Flooring 
Florists 
Forestry Consultants 
Funeral Homes 
Furniture 
Games and Hobby Shop 
Gifts/Decorative Accessories 
Glass  
Golf Courses 
Golf Club Sales/Design 
Government-Federal, State 
Government-Municipal 
Grocers 
Hardware 
Health Club 
Hearing and Speech Center 
Heating and AC Distributors 
Holistic Health 
Home Care/Hospice 
Home Improvement 
Home Inspections 
Home Theater Systems 
Hospitals 
Hotels/Motels 
HR/Benefits Consultants 
Ice Sculpture 
Individual 
Industrial Supplies 
Insulation 
Insurance 
Interior Decorator/Designer 
Internet Service Provider 
Janitorial Supplies 
Jeweler 
Landscape 
Limousine Service 
Liquor Store 
Manufacturers 
Marketing/Advertising 
Mattresses 
Media-Newspaper 
Media-Radio/TV 
Medical Equip/Supplies 
 

Mobile Home Sales 
Mortgage Loans 
Movie Theater 
Moving/Storage 
Office Supply/Equip/Furniture 
Oil and Gas Operators 
Optical 
Organizations-Biz/
Professional 
Organizations-Civic/
Charitable 
Organizations-Community  
Organizations-Comm Svc 
Paints-Retail 
Paving Contractors 
Pawn Shop  
Payroll Processing 
Pet Store 
Pharmacies 
Photographers 
Physical Therapy 
Physicians/Surgeons 
Plumbing 
Potters/Pottery Studios 
Pressure Wash Services 
Psychologists 
Real Estate Appraisers 
Real Estate 
Recreational Vehicle-Rentals 
Rec Vehicle-Sale/Service 
Recycling-Industrial 
Rentals-Party/Equip 
Restaurants/Caterers 
Retail 
Retirement/Nursing Homes 
Roofing 
Roofing-Metal 
School Supplies 
Schools, Colleges, Education 
Security 
Senior Services 
Septic Tank Service 
Shoe Store 
Signs 
Skeet Shooting/Sporting Clay 
Steel-Fabricators/Shelving 
Steel-Warehouse/Svc Center 
Surveyors 
Swimming Pool  
Tanning Salon 
Tax Service 
Telephone Books 
Telephone-Equip 
Television-Cable 

Theater 
Tire Dealers 
Tobacco 
Training-Computer Software 
Training-Workforce  
Transportation 
Trash Hauling-Commercial 
Travel Agency 
Uniforms/Shoes/Accessories 
Upholstery 
Utilities 
Vending Machines 
Veterinarians 
Video Production 
Video Rentals 
Web Page Design 
Wines-Retail 
Other(s):________________ 



In order to get the biggest bang out of your web listing on our web site, you need to tell 
potential customers what you are all about.  Include a short description of your business, 
products or services.  What are your operating hours?  Who are your typical customers?  Use 
this as a marketing tool to increase your business! 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
The Chamber’s Gift Certificate program is  
$20 per year to participate. 
 
· Sold in $20, $50 and $100 increments year-

round 
· Customers can purchase Chamber Bucks in our 

office and redeem with any participating member 
merchant 

· Merchant is reimbursed at Chamber by bringing 
in redeemed certificates 

 
Many industries and large organizations purchase these 
during the holidays for their employees and members!  
Non-profits can accept these as donations! 
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The Chamber does not run a military discount program.  
However, because of the large number of military 
families living in Lee County and BRAC, we feel a great 
way to further promote our members is by denoting 
those businesses offering discounts or special offers to 
the military. 
 
Once we have a database of military discounts, we will 
add that information to our website.  In addition, we will 
keep a listing in the Chamber office for visitors to 
browse. 
 
This is another great way to get your business in front of 
potential customers! 

 
 
 
Your membership entitles you to a listing on our website 
and you have the option of adding a coupon to your 
listing. 
 
· Coupon is good to members and general public 
· Discounts must be offered as a percentage or 

dollar amount 
· Offer can be changed quarterly 
 
Our website generates an average of 15,000 unique 
visitors each month and our membership listing is 
consistently one of the top ten most visited pages.  This 
is a great opportunity to entice customers to your place 
of business. 

 
 
 
The Member To Member Discount program is free to 
participate. 
 
· Opportunity to offer discounts, special offers and 

incentives to fellow Chamber members 
· Member organizations receive discount cards to 

use when making purchases with other 
Chamber members 

· Offer cannot be changed for one calendar year 
· With enough participation, the program will 

launch in June 2010 
 
Participation can give you an edge over your competition! 



Chamber Member Offers Authorization Form 
 

Please select which program(s) you wish to participate in and fill out the appropriate information for each.  Submit with 
your membership application. 
 

 
Chamber Bucks Gift Certificate Program  Cost:  $20 

 

I wish to participate.  My initial authorizes the Chamber to promote my business through the Chamber Bucks program 
and to bill me for the $20 participation fee. 
 

Initials:  _____________ 
 

 
Member to Member Discount Program  Cost:  $0 

 

I wish to participate.  My initial authorizes the Chamber to promote my business through the Member to Member Dis-
count Program.  My offer is detailed below. 
 

Offer (please be as specific as possible): 
 
 
 
 
Initials:  _____________ 
 

 
Website Coupon     Cost:  $0 
 

I wish to participate.  My initial authorizes the Chamber to promote my business through the Website Coupon  
program.  My offer is detailed below. 
 

Offer (please be as specific as possible): 
 
 
 
 
Initials:  _____________ 
 
 

 
Military Discounts      Cost:  $0 

 

I wish to provide the Chamber with details about our military discount for promotional purposes. 
 

Offer: 
 
 
 
 
 
Name (Print):__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Signature:__________________________________________________Date:______________________________ 




